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A child stumbles, smiling. He’s been sniffing 
glue. He is one of the street children of Manila. 
Through the window of a car, a Libyan teenager 
stares into the distance. Gaddafi’s army is 
approaching. The teenager is fighting for the 
first time. In Central African Republic, a woman 
appears to be faltering. What pain afflicts her? 
Traveling the world and its crises, either on 
assignment for major international magazines 
(Time, National Geographic, Le Monde) or for 
his personal work, French photographer William 
Daniels seeks out imbalance, tension, implosion. 
An image, for him, informs and suggests. It goes 
beyond the immediacy of the actual conflict and 
resonates long after.

In 2007, William received the Jean-Luc 
Lagardère Foundation Fellowship, allowing 
him to document the nascent and fragile 
developments toward democracy in Kyrgyzstan. 
His work on the country culminated in the book 
“Faded Tulips”. Over a series of visits, William 
tried to understand the effect this ephemeral 
revolution had on those who fought for it, 
lived it, endured it. His study of the country 
offers a unique perspective on the struggle for 
democracy in a distant and little known country, 
a struggle repeated the world over. 

In 2008, his reportage on malaria, “Mauvais Air”, 
photographed in seven countries and exhibited 

constantly poses questions, highlights a tension 
in the reality before him. There is often a sense 
of being on the verge of collapse. In 2014, on 
the occasion of the “Nuit Blanche” in Paris, 
William exhibited a 100 meter long display of 
images from the Central African Republic along 
the Seine. 

Since 2013, with support from National 
Geographic and with a grant from the CNAP 
(National Centre for Visual Arts), William has 
made a number of trips to the Russian Far East, 
on the Baikal-Amur Mainline (BAM) railway. The 
BAM charts a lonely course north of and parallel 
to the Trans-Siberian Railway. Its construction 

in September 2008 on the Pont des Arts in 
Paris and in the European Parliament in 2011 is 
published as a book by Images en Manoeuvre. 
His work on crises and suffering naturally led 
him to conflict zones. In Libya, he covered the 
uprising against the Gaddafi regime until the fall 
of Tripoli. From 2013 onwards, William has been 
covering the Central African Republic. On six 
journeys to the war-ravaged country, he comes 
across appalling violence. Without any attempt 
at diluting the reality of war, he chooses to 
show ordinary people - vulnerable, abandoned, 
set upon. What will become of them? What 
will happen to this country that seems doomed 
to permanent instability? His photography 

attracted huge numbers of workers from all over 
the Soviet Union in its heyday. Many of them 
were left behind when the project faltered and 
was curtailed. 

His work has won numerous international awards 
including two World Press Awards, the Visa d’Or 
Humanitarian Award at Perpignan photo festival, 
the Tim Hetherington Grant and the Getty Grant.

William Daniels lives in Paris and is represented 
by Panos Pictures (London, UK)

Biography written by Vincent Josse,  
journalist at Radio France 



12 March 2014 - Bangui. 

A Fisherman stands in the Oubangui river in early 

morning. In 2013 a rebellion by a predominantly 

Muslim rebel group Séléka, led by Michel Djotodia, 

toppled the government of President Francios Bozize. 

Djotodia declared that Séléka would be disbanded 

but as law and order collapsed the ex-Séléka fighters 

roamed the country committing atrocities against 

the civilian population. In response a vigilante group, 

calling themselves Anti-balaka (Anti-Machete), 

formed to defend their lives and property but they then 

began to take reprisals against the Muslim population 

and the conflict became increasingly sectarian. 
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14 April 2014 - Gulinga, 5 km outside of Grimari.

Relatives grieve over the slain bodies of 2 men and 

a woman killed by Séléka fighters in the village of 

Gulinga. The Séléka Colonel admitted to the killing 

accusing the men of belonging to Anti-balaka forces, 

while the woman was “collateral damage”. 
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09 December 2013 - Bangui

Internally displaced people (IDPs) queue for food at 

the Don Bosco Centre in Bangui. Food supplies are 

low and there is not enough for everyone. Some 

18,000 Christian IDPs took refuge here, fearing 

violence from mainly Muslim Séléka fighters who 

have been clashing with Christian Anti-balaka fighters 

in the capital Bangui.

22 January 2014 - Bangui

A man lies on the ground covered in his own blood. 

He was attacked by a Christian mob that accused him 

of being a member of the Séléka militia and although 

peacekeepers intervened he died from his wounds.


